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Listed on the accompanying form PTO-1449 and enclosed herewith are two U.S. patent 
pubHcations, a Japanese patent in Japanese and an EPC patent in German. Abstracts of the 
Japanese and EPC patents are provided in English. Applicants respectfully request that these 
documents be Hsted as references cited on the issued patent. This Information Disclosure 
Statement ("IDS") is being mailed before AppUcants received a final action, a notice of 
allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the referenced application. 
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transmittal sheet for this IDS is enclosed. 
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The filing of this EDS shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited 
in the statement is, or is considered to be, prior art or otherwise material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 
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